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il Hello Everyone, I have had a great eight months
in my role as Recreation Coordinator. Some
highlights have been spending summer with the
youth, to wreath classes and DIY christmas Kkits
and beading, it has been very enjoyable to make
new connections within my community.

[ will be hosting board games & Pizza every
second Friday in the multi purpose room at the
Hall for our youth.

Everyone is always welcome to join hall activities
and [ hope to see more faces more often!

Look for the dates and times in my calendar!

[ welcome everyone to reach out with any ideas you
may have, or if you would like to volunteer your time
to help as a chaperone for our youth.

We will be hosting a cake walk & Pizza dinner for the youth after school
on Eriday March 17! If anyone is
available to help bake cakes it would be greatly
appreciated! Contact Patricia at the Admin office
or email recreationcoordinator@weiwaikum.ca
Gilakas'la
Patricia Romanciwicz
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ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE SIGNING
OF AN IMPACT BENEFIT AGREEMENT (IBA)
WITH THE MYRA FALLS MINE LOCATED NEAR

CAMPBELL RIVER, BC.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SHARING MORE
INFORMATION & HOW THIS WILL
POSITIVITLY IMPACT OUR MEMBERSHIP!




GARBAGE/RECYCLING
REMINDERS

GARBAGE DAY IS EVERY MONDAY FOR CURBSIDE PICK UP &
RECYCLING IS EVERY OTHER WEEK. THE GARBAGE BINS AT THE
THUNDERBIRD HALL ARE BEING MONITORED BY SURVEILLANCE

AND THE BINS ARE TO ONLY BE USED IF YOU HAVE MISSED
GARBAGE DAY AND YOUHAVE UNWANTED GARBAGE THAT NEEDS
TO BE DISPOSED OF.

THE NEXT RECYCLING DAYS ARE AS FOLLOWED:

MARCH 13TH, 2023
MARCH 27TH, 2023
APRIL10TH, 2023
APRIL 24TH, 2023
MAY 8TH, 2023
MAY 22, 2023

JUNE 5, 2023
JUNE 19TH, 2023




When: Sunday’s
Where: Thunderbird Hall
What Time: 6:00 pm

SAVE
THE
DATE
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INVITATION O ALL THE |
COMMUNITY TOCOMETO A
PLANNING MEETING FOR -

WEI WAI KUM DAYS 2023!!

Thursday March 23, 2023 6-8pm

Location: Administration Office (Smaill
\ Boardroom-Downstairs)




Wei Wai Kum First Nation and ICLD

CALL FOR BIDS FOR LUNCHES FOR SECURITY TRAINING
PROGRAM

WHEN: April 1t — June 30", 2023
WHERE: WWK LEARNING PORTABLE
1420 Wei Wai Kum Road, Campbell River, BC
Inviting all those interested to submit a quote to cater lunches for
8-10 people, Monday-Friday
Please submit the following with your quote:

e Food Safe Certificate
e Prepare the quote based on 10 attendees
e Lunches to be delivered daily
e Sample Menu for 1 week:
o Lunch and a dessert
o Provide individual packaging per person

Please submit quote and sample menu by March 17", 2023
To: Deanna Sheers: deannasheers@weiwaikum.ca
Bids will be forwarded to ICLD for final consideration.

Gilakas’la



) Wei Wai Kum

FIRST NATION

[CLD

Sharing Wisdom. Celebrating Community.

Wei Wai Kum First Nation in
‘ﬂ partnership with ICLD is facilitating a

12 week training opportunity
e Job Readiness
e First Aid
e Basic Security Training
» Report Writing
e Trauma Informed Practice
» Non-Violent Crisis Intervention Training
e Drivers License Training
e Training Stipends Included
Daily Lunch provided throughout training

To register or find out more about this opportunity please call
Deanna Sheers

250-286-6949 or deannasheers@weiwaikum.ca

T
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Jim Henderson Sr-.
Bill Henderson

Bob Pollard < «g*

Sieven Shade
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TO GO THROUGH RECOVERY and reset your life is not an
easy journey. Whether you are addicted to eating, gaming,
drugs or alcohol, it's a very slow process that requires inspi-
ration and goals. | met Ernest (Ernie) Puglas twenty some odd
years ago and have watched the successes and challenges
he has faced travelling this journey. He holds culture tight and
it has helped lift him from dark times into the light of recovery
and resetting his life.

From an early age, his mother, Lavern Henderson had him
and his brother, Andrew, drawing every day using form line.
Having family connection to the Henderson’s created huge

N

impacts, both artistically and culturally, that influenced his life
and learning. Puglas recalls drawing a bear on a piece of yel-
low cedar, at the Numatsa Shed (the late Sam Henderson’s
carving shed) and using his Uncle Billy’s knife to carve it. La-
vern pulled the piece out recently, noting it as the first piece
that he carved; he was 12 years old. “It's in my blood for sure
and | feel committed to sharing my knowledge and teaching
others through the sharing of our culture” Puglas said “if it
wasn't for my brother pulling us out of darkness, | don’t think
myself or Steph would be here now. | acknowledge all those
who got us here and that it has taken family and love to get
us to where we are today.”




Puglas has been living on Cortes Island for the last couple
years with his wife, Steph Hanson, and they have both been
working towards a cleaner living, focused through art and
creation. He recently completed a totem pole for Klahoose
Nation. Klahoose, which is Steph’s home nation, had been
seeking a carver for the past 10 years. When Puglas reached
out to a connection to inquire about this particular pole, he
was told there was a project but a very small amount of mon-
ey. So as part of his recovery journey, he took on the project
for Klahoose, which features the story of the Salish Woman.
Steph learned and practiced carving on the pole; they both
supported the project and their recovery.

The project started in August and was complete early Sep-
tember of 2022 — 27 days total — till the raising of the pole in
Squirrel Cove, in front of the Klahoose Nation Administration
Office. This pole marks the first pole to be carved and raised
since contact with historic adventurers. Many members gath-
ered to honour the raising including some of Puglas’ closest
family, Jonathan and Junior Henderson, his brother Andrew
Puglas, his Mom and Dad and his son Hunter — they were sur-
rounded by family and friends, including the Hanson'’s. It was
a great honour — they danced, sang and blessed the pole for
Klahoose. He had been adopted into the Klahoose Nation,
via Steph’s family. Being from Weiwaikum (Campbell River) as
a Kwagiulth man and marrying a Salish woman — they feel the
pole project was a binding of the marriage while honouring
the Klahoose Nation. The pole will be in place till the end
of its time. More opportunities are arriving now to teach and
deliver more cultural projects for Klahoose.

Puglas recently completed a panel featuring two killer whales
with gikame (chief’'s mask) — 2 highest ranking chiefs from
Mamalilikulla First Nation (Village Island), and the second
highest in the potlatch system. There is now a beautiful slid-
ing door 7' x 4’ x 2.5” in the new Mamalilikulla Administration
Office in Discovery Harbour, Campbell River. He carved the
door on Cortes Island, taking about 3-4 weeks to complete
as a solo carver.

Currently hosted at Spirit of West Coast Gallery, in the Comox
Valley, is Puglas’ Sea Wolf Mask, which an important figure in
their cultural Animal Kingdom. It features a moon on the top
with sleeping eyes in memory of his late Uncle Mark Hen-
derson, a very well known artist in his own right. It is accom-
panied by an Owl Mask, which is a messenger mask; there
are many signs delivered by the Owl and Puglas truly felt the
energy of the Owl Spirit when he was working on the mask.

As we look at pictures and discuss some of our past friends
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and family, Puglas shares he is ready for the next part of his
journey “resurgence — relaunch and reset! Our dream is to
have a bigger space for carving and teach generationally to
share culture and knowledge.” We touch on some people
who passed over now and one person who is very missed
is Curtis Wilson. Wilson used to call him ‘Kuma’ and it stuck.
It's short for Kumainukw, meaning Wealthy One, Puglas’ tradi-
tional name which roots from the Wallas Kwaguilth.

If you struggle with trauma,
don’t be afraid to reach out
and ask for help. ¥

Wilson's friendship is missed by many and Puglas says it was
a strong relationship, like brothers. A couple summers ago, he
went back to the Numatsa Shed on John Henderson’s prop-
erty at the Tyee Spit, Campbell River. He spent a lot of time
creating pieces there and it started his journey of recovery.

The future looks promising with five children who can carry
the legacy on that was started by Sam ‘Numatsa’ Hender-
son and many other famous family artists. Puglas continues
to sing, dance, drum and create through culture. He will be
heading out to Desolation Sounds late spring 2023, to Hum-
phrey Lodge, to carve a 20’ totem pole. This pole will feature
a warrior, serpent and an eagle topping this beautiful project.
Then the following summer, 2024, Gorge Harbour Resort will
be hosting him carving a special project there. Village Island
is scheduled to be raising a Big House; there hasn’t been one
since the potlatch ban in the 1920’s. Puglas will be one of the
artists designing a pole. “Within a few years, the project will
start. It appears that the location will be close to the existing
poles that are still standing from many moons ago” he notes.

Through our conversation, Puglas says his message is strong
“young people that struggle with trauma need to know there
are other ways; we are a prime example of that. Don’t be
afraid to reach out and ask for help”. They were against the
odds and through their relationship with culture and love,
they were able to find the path to recovery — what a journey
it has been so far!

Connect with Ernie ‘Kuma’ Puglas at

kumacreations86@gmail.com
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