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We’re excited to restart our     
DEPARTMENT UPDATES for 

the newsletter!  

 

To kick things off, we have   
Deanna Sheers sharing news 

from her Department. 

 

Stay tuned for more updates 
moving forward.  

Hello, and Happy New Year! 

I hope your 2025 has started with good health and happiness. The 
sunny days have certainly made winter feel a little brighter! 

December was a wonderful month for the Community Services 
team. We hosted Christmas dinners in Vancouver and Nanaimo for 
away-from-home members, joined by Chief and Council. It was 
great to connect with friends and family, and we’d love your feed-
back as we plan for December 2025! 

Our team is growing! Jazmine McCrimmon-Cook has been sup-
porting families and youth as the Designated Band Representative, 
and Riley Faul has joined as our Community Services Assistant, 
working alongside Tayte Latimer in recreation activities and Col-
leen Dick with elders’ programs. If you haven’t met Riley yet, you 
will soon! 

A highlight of 2024 was the Traditional Food Harvest program, 
where 23 participants harvested berries, and seafood. 10 Posses-
sion and Acquisition Licenses (PAL) were obtained and participants 
had the opportunity to hunt for elk and deer. We hope to continue 
this in 2025 with new mentoring opportunities. 

With our expanded team, I’m focusing more planning programs 
related to First Nations Representative Services, Prevention 
Services delivery, and Language and culture.   

Your input is valuable as we develop policies and programs that 
meet community needs. 

Gilakas’la, 

Deanna Sheers – Community Services Manager 
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